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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ECIN EGEN GA 

SUB J : GAMBIAN POSITION ON ECOWAS 

REF: STATE 159681 

1 . ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS POSED REFTEL ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A) THE GAMBIA IS FIRMLY COMMITTED TO ECOWAS, VIEWING IT AS 
ESSENTIAL TO LONG TERM DEVELOPMENT GAMBIAN ECONOMY, WHICH IS 
ONE OF SMALLEST IN AFRICA. 

B) ONLY REGIONAL COMMITMENTS WHICH THE GAMBIA HAS OUTSIDE 
ECOWAS ARE WITH SENEGAT, AND THEY WOULD NOT POSE CONFLICT. 

C) THE GAMBIA SUPPORTS 

WEST AFRICAN CLEARING HOUSE, AND HAS 

ONE OF STRONGEST CURRENCIES IN ANGLOPHONE AFRICA. 
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D) GOOD TELECOMMUNICATIONS NOW EXIST WITH SENEGAL, BUT 
IMPROVEMENT NEEDED FOR SERVICE TO OTHER NEIGHBORS. TRANS- 
GAMBIA BARRAGE/BRIDGE, LINKED WITH CASAMANCE AND GUINEA- 
BISSAU ROAD NETWORK (INCLUDING BANJUL-ZIGUINCHOR BISSAU 
RAOD) WOULD GREATLY ASSIST GAMBIAN TRADE WITH THESE NEIGHBORS. 

E) GAMBIAN EXPORT TRADE OVER 90 PER CENT DEPENDENT ON PEANUT 
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PRODUCTS, THUS COMPETITION COULD ARISE WITH OTHER ECOWAS 
PEANUT PRODUCERS. 

F) ASSUMING GOOD WORLD MARKET FOR PEANUTS, COMPETITION WITH 
NEIGHBORS FOR EXPORT OF PEANUT PRODUCTS SHOULD NOT BE SEVERE. 

G) THE GAMBIA TAKES JUSTIFIABLE PRIDE IN MANAGING ITS 

MODEST FINANCIAL RESOURCES WITH PRUDENCE, AND MEETING ALL 
OF ITS INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS. 

H) CUSTOMS ACCOUNT FOR BETWEEN 60 AND 70 PER CENT OF GOTG 
REVENUES. 

I) THEORETICALLY, FUND COULD COMPENSATE FOR LOSS OF CUSTOMS REVE- 
NUE, BUT CLEARLY THIS WILL BE MAJOR ECOWAS-RELATED ISSUE FOR THE 
GAMBIA. 

J) FROM THIS RATHER ISOTATED VANTAGE, SCHEDULE APPEARS NOTABLY 
OPTIMISTIC. 

K) IF ECOWAS SUCCEEDS IN STRENGTHENING ECONOMIES OF ITS 
MEMBERS, GREATER MARKET AND INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES SHOULD BE 
PRESENT FOR OUTSIDE CAPITAL AND TRADE. 

2. GOTG CLEARLY SEES ECOWAS AS HAVING IMPORTANT ADVANTAGES 
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FOR SMALLEST STATES IN REGION. THUS, GAMBIA WILL BE STRONGLY 
SUPPORTIVE OF INITIATIVES TO MAKE ORGANIZATION EFFECTIVE. HOWEVER, 
GAMBIANS UNDER NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT EXTENT TO WHICH THEY 
CANNOT INFLUENCE ECOWAS' ACTIONS. 

WYGANT 
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